88            WILLIAM MORRIS
much greater and wider he was than any of them. Morris was a man who made up his own mind, and went his own way. And his way was straight to Socialism; he went that way with the irresistible rush that had carried him along the path of Art and Literature. No half-measure would satisfy him. Of the first meeting of the Democratic Federation that he attended he wrote: " Rowland was there and spoke highly to my liking; advocated street preaching of our doctrines as the real practical method/' Into the streets therefore went William Morris, one of the foremost men in Europe, to preach a gospel of rebellion to the people he found there. He did not mince his terms when he discussed the horrors of the Society he saw around him ; and when some rebuked him for the vigour of his language, he turned on them with the retort: " I am tired of being mealy-mouthed." In June of 1883 he wrote: " I used to think that we might further real Socialistic progress by doing what one could on the lines of ordinary middle-class Radicalism: I have been driven of late into the conclusion that I was mistaken, that Radicalism is the wrong line, so to say, and will never develop into anything more than Radicalism: in fact that it is made for and by the middle classes and will always be under the control of rich capitalists ; they will have no objection to its political development if they think they can stop it there: but as to real social changes, they will not allow them if they can help it. You may see almost any day such phrases as * This is the way to stop the spread of Socialism' in the Liberal papers."